Ophthalmoscopic findings in spontaneous carotid cavernous fistula: an analysis of 20 patients.
The pathophysiological influence of spontaneous carotid cavernous fistula (CCF) on retinal/orbital circulation is discussed. Of 20 patients, 1 case of papilloedema, 4 of choroidal detachment (CD), 2 of exudative retinal detachment (ERD) and 3 cases of central venous thrombosis (CVT) were seen, associations that on rarely reported in the literature. An elevation in the episcleral venous pressure was measured that was more than twice the normal, which explains the ophthalmoscopic findings.